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AL ol iy mecal, o Lhes spgment of this medical jounnesy ledy

off with my wifie and me rmaking a few calls and subseguent
ADEOINTIMEnts D mop-ndtch cancer cenbers. We then few out
noping 10 rear |at the preliminany diagnosis was not as oniginally

stated, and that ouwr mindi waould be put at ease

Thar was the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, Al this point, my wife, a
brilliant and strang coemetic dermatologist, had become extremiely
weak and needsd be frandpaned everywhen by wheelchair, 'We
WETE O Our way 10 HOUSTon [0 58e the Specialists an the Liniversity
off Tewas MO Anderson Cancer Canted

Meanwhile, our medical office at home was being nun no
::I*fl-"t-f‘".l:.' than i vl wane on vacation. Once we etumed homea,
we figured ehat we would sort things out and put together a plan
thien. After all, at that poing, we did not know what the Fufune
wolkd hold. The corsult with the speclalist was scheduled for the
Larst day of cur trip. The originating hospital near owr South Forida
hearrur had alnsady sent A tRsue smple to MD Anderson, along
with 4 copy of all of iy wile's medical reconds from her recent
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W weere ready for the consult as the specialist walked in the doar,
| couldn’ raad his face, but | certainhy didn’ see & positive smike
when we fiest introduced ourselves. | did not get the fesling | was
in far goad news. He explained that he had concluded with all of
the tests and was prepanad 1o expiain it 1o us in full detail He ok
us the tumaors wene not renal cell, and my adrenaline picked up

rrmechiabely, A1 that tirme, Dwasn' sure if | wad happy o sad.

He explained that he and several pathologests had confesred
weith cne ancother, ard thiey could mot come up with 3 CORCILShe
diagnosis for the type of cell that it was. He told us that they

had found cancer in the kidney, the paacrtic ymph fode and
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Meanwhile, our medical office
at home was being run no
differently than if we were

on vacation. After all, at that
point, we did not know what
the future would hold.




Thee handiest part, at this paint. was that no one knew what type of
turmcr was taking over her body, Without that information, how can it
b treated! The doctor explained that in the meantime we coukd opt
for targeted thesapy, like the oral medication Votrient. But it was very
experiive and, while it veouldrt huet, 7t rmay not work # the Turmoe was
nat a clear call cancinama. On the flip side, raditional chematherapy
could be seriously damaging if it not administaned properly.

W wee packed and headad 1o [he airparm [0 refui home 1o bheak
thie news o cur entine Samily, We looked back and farth at one andther,
nat kndwing what to say. What was thene 1o Sy W didn know wiat
hit us, and noy we would have 1o malke decisors when we don'T know
wihat we dan't now,

W finally returned hame from an exramely somber fllght, ondy 1o

have 10 face our farmily, friends and staff of 19, all aresously awaiting

Us 1o Assure thern that esenything would be oy, How do wa even
ki o @ncd whiat 1o say without shoswing the fear in owr own faces?
Youi don't, and you just have to present the information in the best and
miast posithe manner poasible, regandless of the potential outcoms,
We cannot upset the apple can, becauie we 0l have to move full
stearn ahaad

The niext artiche in the series will descrite the marry steps you need

1o take to protect youriell from the financial professional and legal
cevastation that awaits you. Mve leaened throwgh all this that you can
rieves be too protected or too prepared, Outsidie of pour health,

safiery and protection of assets, legal and acoounting are the st
important things to consider right nowe To be continued in the

net issue of Suige.. -]




