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Az you may recsll, our laee segment of this medical jourmesy left

off wiith my wile and me raking a few calls and subsegquent
ApEointments O op-nolch cancer Senters. We then few out
noping o rear that the préliminary diagnosis was not as originalky

etated, and Thal owr minds waould be ot at sase

Thar was the Tuesdsy sfter Thanksgiving, At this point, my wife, a
brilliant and strang oemetic dermatologist, had become extremely
waak and neadad be rranspansd everypwhens by wheelchair, 'We
WETE ON oW way 10 Housion [0 58e the specialists af the University

of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Cantes

Meamwhile, our medical office at home was being run no

| "fl.'"l—‘".|:.' TN i vl WEne Of WaCATION. DNCE W retumed home,
v figueesd ekt wee weould wore things out snd put together a plan
thien. After all, at that poing, we did not know what the Fufune
woukd hold. The consult with the speclalist was scheduled for the
st day of our trip, The originating hospital near owr South Florida
e R Alresdy Sent b tasue wample to MD Anderion, along
with & copy of 8l of rry wile's medical records from her recent

Pl pitad Slany.

Wi e ety for the consult as tha specialst walked in the dioor
| coukdn’t read his face, but | certainhy JicnT L& 3 positive smike
wihan we fest intraduced oursehaes. | did nat gt the feeling | was
in for good news, He explained that he had conclueed wath atl of
the Bests B was prepared to explain it 1o us in full detail He pold
us the tumors were nat renal cell and my adnendline picked up

rrimecliabely. AL that tirne, Dwasn't sune if | wad hapy of sad.

He explamed that ha A ST x.'.l"l_'lll'\lt; 14 s o fesrad
with one another, and :l'll?-,.'-_'-_'-_l|:'| Mot Comee U wilin a8 CONCILGNE
diagnosis for the type of call that it was. He told us that they

had Tound cancer in the kidney, the paraacrtic ymph node and
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Meanwhile, our medical office
at home was being run no
differently than if we were

on vacation. After all, at that
point, we did not know what
the future would hold.




Thae harchest part, at this point, was that no ore knew what type of
turmaor wae taking over her body. Without that information, how can it
b treated! The doctor explained that in the meantime we could opo
for targeted therapsy, like the aral medication Vatrient, But it was very
enperiiive and, while it wouldrt burt, 7 mdy not work # the Turmor was
nat 3 chear cell carcinama. On the flip side, wraditional chamothesapmy
ciould be serously damaging if it not administered propetly.

W were packed and headed 10 the ainpoet 1o retum home 10 break
the N o0 cur entire Bamily, We lboked back ard forth at one anather,
not knceing what 1o sy, What wars thene to Sy W didn® knche whal
hit us, and now we would have to make decisons when e don'l kiow
wibiat wie don’T bnow,

W linally returred hame from an extremely somber flight, ondy o

e 1o fare our farmily, friends and staff of 19, all arioushy awaiting

w4 1o assure thern thad evenything would ibe olay, How do we even
ki iy ] et 1o say withouwt shawing the fiear in o own faces?
You don't, and you just have 1o present the nformation in the best and
maost posithes manner podsible, regasdless of the potential outcoms.
We cannot upset the apple can, because we sl have to move full
stearn ahaad

The next article in the seried will describe the marmy SI8ps you noed
1o fake to protect youriel fram the financial, professional and legal
devastation that awaits you. Mve leaened through all this that you can
mieved be 1o protected or oo prepared, Outside of your health,
saflery and protaction of assets, legal and accounting are 1he oSt
imgartant things to consider right nowe To be continued in the

e (S5 of huvige..
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